OXFORD AND DISTRICT
H.F. RAMBLING CLUB
associated with HF Holidays

SUMMER AND AUTUMN
May 2022 to October 2022
www.oxford-hf-rambling.org.uk
-------------o00o-------------

Visitors are welcome but must understand that they will not be
covered by the club’s Public Liability Insurance, which covers the
club and its members while on club walks or attending its social
functions: non-members would not be covered by our policy.
The meeting place in Oxford for weekend walks is at a Park &
Ride indicated as follows, leaving promptly at the time stated:
PT
RB
SC
TH
OP

Pear Tree
)
Redbridge
) at all Park & Ride car
Seacourt
) parks meet near the exit
Thornhill
)
Oxford Parkway (formerly Water Eaton)

Car sharing is arranged at the meeting place. Leaders who live a
long way out and go directly to the starting point of their walk
must ensure that others with cars will be calling at the meeting
place to collect walkers requiring transport. Passengers are asked
to offer, and drivers to accept, a contribution towards car-sharing
costs. The Committee recommends not less than 20p per mile per
person. Exceptionally, a walk may not meet at a Park & Ride and
then details of the meeting point are given in the programme.
Dogs may only be brought on walks with the permission of the
leader(s), but please note exceptions indicated on the programme
when dogs are definitely not allowed.
Please bring sufficient drink, and a packed lunch. Most walks
include a lunch stop at a pub; but this cannot be guaranteed, nor
the capacity of the pub to cater in the time available.
Important Notes: Gates should be left as they are found, i.e.
open if open and closed if shut. All walkers must keep the person
behind them in sight (especially necessary in woods).
The annual subscription (currently £6.00) is due on 1 October.
Membership details are kept on computer.
All cheques for any event are to be made payable to:
Oxford and District HF Rambling Club

SPECIAL EVENTS / ADVANCE NOTICE
Summer Walk and Supper
Sat 23 July A pre-booked supper at the Flowing Well.
See newsletter. There will be a walk beforehand.
See programme.
Autumn Group Weekend (for paid-up members only)
Fri – Mon
See newsletter and booking form.
14-17 Oct
The Paddocks Hotel, Symonds Yat
Deposit due by Saturday 4th June
AGM and Supper following afternoon walk
Sat 22 Oct
See newsletter and programme.
Booking form will be sent later.
NB: The number in brackets is the relevant OS Explorer map.
If you require further information about a walk, please telephone
the leader.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 2022
Sat 7 May
9.30 RB

Ridgeway and River (170)
Downland and Thames Path, Streatley
and Moulsford area
Sue Pemberton

10m

9.5m

Leader:

Ford - Guiting Wood (OL45)
Diamond Way - 7th Circular Leg.
No pub on route so bring a picnic.
(Otherwise there is a pub at the end)
Trevor Jennings

Sat 21 May
9.30 TH
Leader:

Around Horton-cum-Studley
No Pub
Jim & Julia Ellison

9m

Sat 28 May

The Ridgeway - Bury Down to East
Ilsley (170)

8m

Leader:
Sat 14 May
9.30 OP

9.30 RB
Leader:

Colin Gammon

June 2020
Sat 4 Jun
Sat 11 Jun
9.30 SC
Leader:
Sat 25 Jun
11.00 RB
Leader:
July 2022
Sat 2 Jul
9:45
Leader:

Platinum Jubilee Weekend
Great Shefford, Chaddleworth and East
Garston (158)

9m

Sue Pemberton
Iffley Village, Thames path, Nature Trail, 3.5m
garden and croquet (106, 180)
No.3 bus to Iffley Turn stop. Footpath to
No 8 OX4 4JF or parking nearby. Meet
11.15am
Gillian Jenkins
Blenheim and Coombe
8m
Meet Union Street Car Park, Woodstock
9:45 am
Margaret Smith

Sat 9 Jul
9.30 OP
Leader:

Islip, Noke and Beckley (180)

Sat 16 Jul
9.30 OP
Leader:

North Leigh and Finstock (180)

Sat 23 Jul
2.00 RB
Leader:

Summer supper at The Flowing Well
or meet at 2.30pm at The Flowing Well
Sue Pemberton

Sat 30 Jul
9.30 RB
Leader:

Ridgeway and Farnborough (170)

8.4m

Claire Drinkwater
9m

Janet Redfern

8.5m
Claire Drinkwater

August 2022
Sat 6 Aug
Dorchester Abbey afternoon tea walk
7m
(170)
12.00 RB
Wittenham Clumps and Dorchester.
Bring a snack to keep you going until the
legendary Abbey tea room.
Leader:
Sue Pemberton
Sat 13 Aug
09.30 TH
Leader:

Watlington & the Chilterns
No Pub
Jim & Julia Ellison

9m

Sat 20 Aug
9.30 OP
Leader:

Guiting Wood - Naunton (OL45)
Diamond Way 8th Circular Walk
Trevor Jennings

8m

Sat 27 Aug

“Back to the Jurassic” - Kirtlington to
Upper Heyford..

8m

9.30 OP
Leader:

Colin Gammon

September 2022
Sat 3 Sep
Oxford Jubilee Walk
10.00
Meet Folly Bridge 10am.
Leader:
Margaret Smith
Sat 10 Sep
10.00
Leader:
Sat 24 Sep
9.30 PT
Leader:

10.3m

Blenheim
5m
Optional Lunch in Cafe. Meet in
Hensington Car Park, Woodstock. Buses
7 and S3 from Oxford stop in Woodstock
Sara Jolliffe
Burford, Fulbrook andWidford (OL45) 5.5m
Bring a picnic or late lunch opportunities
after walk in Burford
Sue Pemberton

October 2022
Sat 1 Oct
Charlbury and Wychwood Forest
9.30 OP
Leader:
Colin Gammon
Fri - Mon
14 - 17 Oct

Autumn Weekend
The Paddocks Hotel, Symonds Yat
Nr Ross on Wye
See Newsletter and booking form

Sat 22 Oct
2.00 RB

AGM followed by supper
5.00pm at The White Horse, Abingdon
Road, Oxford for AGM
Preceded by afternoon walk
Claire Drinkwater

Leader:
Sat 29 Oct
9.30 RB
Leader:

A walk along Grim’s Ditch (171)
Claire Drinkwater

8m

10m

Oxford and District
HF Rambling Club
www.oxford-hf-rambling.org.uk
associated with HF holidays

Newsletter Spring 2022
From the chair
It’s good to be able to report that all our planned events have been able to take place
over the last six months. We enjoyed a Christmas lunch at the Jolly Boatman, Thrupp, and the
Spring Social where we played a variety of traditional games. Best of all, we finally made it to
Selworthy for the Spring Weekend at the third attempt! You can read about all of these inside.
Some walks early this year had to be cancelled due to illness and/or adverse weather but
we have enjoyed some excellent walks including an exploration of Oxford’s green spaces, a walk
around lovely Ewelme followed by lunch at the Waterfont Café, Benson and a walk visiting the
interesting estate village of Coleshill.
I’m writing this on a sunny day and looking forward to the Easter weekend. Spring is
definitely here and as well as a new programme of walks, we have the Summer Supper and an
autumn weekend in the Wye Valley to look forward to - see inside for details.
Looking forward to seeing you on walks over the spring and summer,
Sue Pemberton

Summer/Autumn Programme Highlights
The Dorchester Tea Walk is back!
Saturday 6th August
Join us for this favourite summer
special - a walk over Wittenham Clumps
followed by tea at the legendary Abbey
Tearoom.
Meet at Redbridge at the later time of
12.00, and bring a snack to keep you
going until we get to those cakes.
Fancy a game of Croquet?
Saturday 25th June
Gillian has kindly invited us to join her for
a short walk around Iffley, followed by
packed lunches and croquet in her garden.
Meet at Redbridge at the later time of
11.00, or go direct. No 3 bus takes you to
Iffley Turn.

Future events
Summer supper
Saturday 23rd July

Afternooon walk (optional), followed by pre-booked
supper at The Flowing Well, Sunningwell.
See booking form for more details

Autumn Weekend
14th - 17th October

The Paddocks Hotel, Symonds Yat West
See below for more details.
Bookings and deposits by 4th June.

Annual General Meeting
Saturday 22nd October

The AGM will be preceded by an afternoon walk
and followed by a pre-booked supper.
Details and booking form in next mailing.

Christmas lunch
A morning walk followed by Festive Fare!
Saturday 10th December Details to follow in next mailing.
Winter/Spring Walks Programme
It's not too soon to think about the next programme. We need your contribution if we are
to fill all the slots through the winter. Start planning your walk now!
If you are having trouble getting on to Google docs, just send the details of your walk to
Sue Pemberton and she will enter it for you. (email: suepem@tiscali.co.uk)

90th birthday celebrations

2022 is the club’s 90th birthday – our website says that it was founded on 21st January 1932.
Whilst I don’t think we have any surviving founder members, I know that some of you have been
in the club for a very long time! It would be great to make the autumn issue of the newsletter a
special edition with photos and reminiscences of days gone by. If you would like to contribute,
please send material to Claire Drinkwater or myself by the beginning of October.
Sue Pemberton

Autumn Weekend in the Wye Valley, 14 - 17 October 2022

River Wye near Symonds Yat

This year's autumn weekend will take us to the
beautiful Wye Valley. We'll be staying at The
Paddocks Hotel, near Symond's Yat, a famous
beauty spot and viewpoint. The area offers
plenty of variety for walking - woods and hillls,
as well as riverside paths. Sights include the
ruins of Tintern Abbey, celebrated by the poet
Wordsworth, and of course, there's always
that boat trip...
The hotel has been recommended to us.
They offer a choice of single, double and twin
rooms - we have decided to make a standard
charge for the weekend of £240 per person.
Please complete and return your booking form
promptly, as we have to confirm our
reservation.
Many thanks to Colin for making the
arrangements.
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Reports
Christmas Lunch 2021
Last year's Christmas Lunch took place at The Jolly Boatman, Thrupp. Sara led us on a
pleasant circular walk, returning along the canal, in good time for our festive meal. In contrast to
the previous year, when we celebrated on the riverbank, we were able to sit down to excellent
Christmas fare in the dining room. About ten people went on the walk, and several more joined
us to make fifteen for lunch.

Spring Social
The Spring Social was held at the Cutteslowe Pavilion. Fifteen members arrived to start
the evening with a plentiful bring and share supper. The entertainment was a range of traditional
pub games, including shove halfpenny, quoits, roll the penny, and bagatelle. Much laughter and
little skill made for a most enjoyable evening.

Spring Weekend at HF Selworthy
Friday 1st April - Monday 4th April 2022
At last, at the third attempt, we made it to
lovely Selworthy for our Spring Weekend. After
all the cancellations, postponements, late
bookings and last minute emergencies,
seventeen members gathered in Dunster
around lunch time on Friday. The sun was
shining, and after eating packed lunches or
patronising local cafes, the majority joined the
afternoon walk. We crossed the medieval
packhorse bridge, known as Gallox bridge,
and climbed gently up through woods to
Gallox Hill and Bat's Castle, two impressive
iron age hill forts. We also met the locals Exmoor ponies! After a circuit of about 4 miles,
we were back in good time to get to Holnicote
House, our HF hotel, in time for a cream tea.

On Saturday, still in brilliant sunshine, but
with a cold north wind, two groups set out. The
shorter walk visited local villages Porlock and
Bossington.
Maggie Ingram writes: ' Eight of us in the
shorter (smiling here!) walk off to Porlock,
passing Colin's abode (the Gun Cottage) and
then across the fields to the packhorse bridge
(no horses to be seen!) We stopped in lovely
Porlock village for a cuppa and decided to go
further onto Porlock Weir.

Along Porlock beach, oops that was a tad
pebbly but most of us managed it, so pleased
to see the steps to get to the Weir and then
lunch stop. Only on the way home did we
realise we hadn't seen the weir! Avoided
pebbles and then went through Bossington
(past the Lynch Chapel of Ease, Owl & Hawk
centre, Museum and another packhorse
bridge). Feet needed easing at this point so
Bossington Tea Rooms were welcome. Over a
few fields and then we saw our HF hotel. I
won't say how far we walked but we did it :-)
Thanks, Sara, for a lovely walk.'
Meanwhile, the longer walk set out to
ascend Selworthy Beacon. The route took us
through the woods, out onto an upward path
with spectacular sea views, along the top of
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the ridge, and back down through farmland.
We arrived at pretty Selworthy village in time
for a stop at the tea shop.

On Sunday, still fine but cold, a
diminished group decided to tackle Dunkery
Beacon as well. This time it was uphill all the
way until lunch at the top. Our route took us
through the woods to Webber's Post, and
then on across the open moor, gradually
gaining height as we made our way through
the heather. The descent was steeper,
bringing us rapidly off the moor and down
through woods to the East Water valley.
Here we expected a gentle stroll along by
the river, but found the path closed due to
ash dieback. The diversion took us steeply
uphill to a parallel but high level path, and
then even more steeply down again for the
final section into Horner, where there is a
farm shop.

The shorter walk also visited Webber's
Post and Horner. Julia Ellison writes: 'On
Sunday, Jim and I thought we would sneak off for
a walk on our own, but word got out and we
found ourselves leading seven people
on 5.5 strenuous miles. First stop was
Luccombe, for coffee and a chat with a very
pleasant parishioner who gave us the history of
the church and village. Onwards and upwards to
Webbers Post for lunch, in the sunshine, with
amazing views of Dunkery Beacon and the
surrounding hills. The onward route included a
very steep descent through Horner woods, to
Horner village, where much to everyone's delight,
there was a farm shop selling not only tea, but 50
flavours of ice cream!!! A gentle stroll
across fields took us back to Holnicote House. A
pleasant walk, lovely weather and a perfect end
to what had been a very enjoyable weekend.'

